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Otago Branch of DFA supports the principle that there is a need to move towards a more accurate and speedy traceability systems. However this should not be until there is a clear demand from the market.
We do however have some significant concerns about the current proposal:

· That the cost either directly or indirectly will fall upon individual farmers and the benefit is captured by the consumer.

· That there will be technology easily available that meets the varied needs of farmers (low to high tech) and that does not require new systems or additional cost beyond the level that individual farmer’s prefer.
· That there is insufficient lead time to allow for proper testing and evaluation of new systems as well as incorporating records from previous systems.

As farmers we would like to see more practical detail on how the systems would operate. This would require a longer voluntary period to allow for the demonstration and testing of new technologies and systems. It is important to take full account of farmers’ ability and desire to tap into technology.

We have serious concerns about the capacity of individual farmers and the industry as a whole to absorb additional compliance costs. The cost of these new systems should not all fall on farmers, but should be shared nationally to reflect the biosecurity benefit to the nation.
The system of End of Year recording of numbers, particularly deaths and missing needs more clarification and evaluation. ‘Missing’ animals could potentially prove to be a major headache particularly if this was a requirement every year rather than just when animals exit the farm system.
We would like to see more work done on a ‘bottom up’ approach. Perhaps some ‘demonstration’ farms where the wider opportunities from RFID technology could be seen in action. There needs to be more work on practical details of technology and systems using on the ground farmers as sounding boards. This does not necessarily need to be industry bodies, but could be in partnership with technology providers.
In summary, Otago DFA accepts the need to work towards accurate animal id and traceability systems.  However we cannot accept the imposition of more cost through compulsory systems at this time. At this stage any new animal identification and traceability systems should be voluntary only.
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